
 

 
 
 
 

  N E W S  
1920 L Street, NW • Suite 200 • Washington, DC  20036 

202.785.0266 • Fax 202.785.0261    W W W . A T R . O R G  
 

Americans for Tax Reform is a non-partisan coalition of taxpayers and taxpayer groups who oppose all  tax increases.  For more information or to arrange 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT:  Matthew Friesen 
 Jonathan Collegio 

12 MARCH, 2003 202-785-0266 
 

 

Norquist Challenges Warner to Support 
Elimination of Death Tax 

 
Virginia Governor is threatening use of veto power to resurrect death tax 

 
Washington – Americans for Tax Reform (ATR) President Grover Norquist called on Governor 
Mark Warner today to support the elimination of Virginia’s Death Tax.  Both houses of the 
Virginia legislature passed the repeal of the Death Tax with large bi-partisan majorities. 
 
Norquist’s comments followed a meeting in Washington with the bill’s co-chief sponsor, Delegate Bob 
McDonnell (R-Virginia Beach). McDonnell, who is Assistant Majority Leader and Chairman of the 
Joint Subcommittee to Study and Revise Virginia’s Tax Code, has haggled with the Governor and other 
Democratic leaders over the recently passed bill.  
 
Warner has been threatening to veto the death-tax elimination legislation because he needs the added 
revenue to fund his habitual overspending. Despite Congressional legislation in 2001 that is phasing out 
the federal death tax, if Warner vetoes the bill, Virginians “will continue to pay the state’s version of 
the tax – a tax equal to as much as 16 percent of one’s estate,” noted McDonnell. “President 
Bush is right when he says that the most effective way to get our economy going again is to 
reduce the tax burden on hard-working Americans.” 
 
Grover Norquist noted, “If Virginia remains among the minority of states levying the 
confiscatory Death Tax, it is clear it will lose taxpaying families and job-producing businesses 
to other states that have eliminated their Death Tax. It is time for Governor Warner to join 
Delegate McDonnell and a strong bi-partisan majority of both houses of the General Assembly 
in supporting the elimination of the tax.”  

an interview please contact Jonathan Collegio at (202) 785-0266 or by email at jcollegio@atr.org. 
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