January 18, 2008

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear. Mr. President:

On behalf of the millions of grassroots Americans we represent, we write to ask you to protect
taxpayers by issuing an Executive Order that instructs all Federal agencies to ignore non-legislative
earmarks tucked into committee reports and statements of managers. Now is the time to take back
the appropriations process for the American people. Just as many families make decisions to cut
wasteful spending when needed, the federal government must also set priorities and cut spending
when necessary.

A December 18 analysis by the Congressional Research Service concluded that it is clearly within
your legal authority to eliminate all earmarks that appear in committee reports or manager’s
statements. By eliminating the over 9,000 earmarks included in the report language of the FY08
Omnibus spending bill, you will send a clear message to Congress that wasteful, secretive spending
of taxpayer dollars will not be tolerated.

This situation requires strong action from the President, not transparent political ploys that fail to
get the job done. For example, a rescissions package, in which the President submits a list of
already-passed provisions for cancellation, would be the equivalent of doing nothing because it
requires action from the very same Congress that passed the wasteful earmarks. Similarly, an
Executive Order covering only “air-dropped” earmarks, those not appearing in either the House or
Senate version of a bill and added in conference, would be a weak answer to a serious problem.
The omnibus appropriations bill contained only 300 air-dropped projects and such an order would
provide little disincentive for future earmarks.

We urge you to listen to the voice of millions of citizens across the country who resent wasteful
earmarking. You have the authority and opportunity to put Congress back on the path to fiscal
responsibility. We hope you will seize this opportunity and protect the American taxpayer from
further abuse by ending the earmark era. Thank you for your leadership on this issue.
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